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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 158 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Coiner’s Department, 
August 13, 1889 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Sir, 


I have the honor to report the following, relative to the working of an ingot of new nickel 
copper, submitted for test by W.P. Blake Esq., through the Director of the Mint. The metal rolled 
down to the required thickness without annealing with no signs of fracture. The fillet after 
Annealing cut hard, the blank showing a rough and wired edge. In the annealing and cleaning 
process, the blanks showed no marked different results from our own workings. This experiment 
made with the limited amount of material at my command, show that the new metal is not quite 
as malleable as the old alloy, and it does not mill up with a good edge nor does the impress of the 
dies come up in the Coining Press as perfectly. It can be worked in to coin, but unless it should 
work more kindly in larger quantities, the pieces will lack the neatness and finish of our present 
coin. The color approximates steel rather than the usual nickel alloy. 


Very Respectfully Yours, 
N.S. Steel 
Coiner 


